Ventricular ectopic activity in chronic ischaemic heart disease.
Ventricular ectopic activity in 116 consecutive postmyocardial infarction patients was studied. The study extended over a period of 5 years and 700 periodic 6-7-hour Holter tape recordings were perfomred. A classification of ectopic activity is presented and it is suggested that patients be classified into group I with few, i.e. less than 8, and group II with multiple, i.e. 8 or more, ectopic beats per hour. It was found that the frequency of ventricular ectopic activity tends to remain constant over prolonged periods of time, and that repetitive firing as well as multiformity are functions of the absolute number of ventricular ectopic beats (VEB) present. A 6-7-hour sample of ventricular ectopic activity gives only marginally more information than a 1-hour recording, and the presence of VEB on a resting ECG correlates well with a frequency of more than 8 VEB per hour (group II) on extended monitoring.